A STORY OF FLIGHT
IN THE UNITED STATES
Flight in the Untied States started as an venture to get
man off the ground and into the sky. The first successful
venture into flight was in 1903 with the Wright Brothers,
Orville and Wilbur. They took their Wright Flyer for a 12
second flight in Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina. From
that moment on, the world was changed forever. Today,
over 115 Years later, more than 10 million commercial
flights take off each year. Each lasting much longer that
the 12 seconds flown in 1903
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For most of the past century commercial airline travel was unobtainable for most people. In 1950 the cost
of a ticket from New York to London was about $6,300. For Americans this was a cost only afforded by
the upper classes. Because the Airlines were able to charge so much money, air travel was much more a
fanfare filled event. Air travel was filled with the opulence and luxury that rivaled any 5 star hotel. Air craft
were built to seat passengers comfortable and with style. In 1974 the United States deregulated the Airline
industry leading to competition amongst carriers. This lead to a drop in average ticket cost but also a drop
in the standard of luxury one can expect from a basic fare. That same trip from New York to London
would cost around $700 today.
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As seat prices drop so have the comforts of flying. The airlines are increasingly
working on thin margins and charging customers for luxurys that were once
standard on every commercial flight. The chart to the left shows the average price
of a domestic flight in the United States versus the lowest seat pitch available from
United Airlines, the largest carrier in the Untied States.
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Every state in the US has it’s own story to tell with commercial airline travel. More than at any point in
history Americans have access to transportation. Over fifty percent of the US population lives within 17
miles of a commercial airport and over ninety percent of the US population lives within 60 miles of a
commercial airport. Not only do Americans have more access to domestic flights but they also have more
access to international flights with the average cost of $900.
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Most states have a major airport within a
reasonable distance from it’s citizens. Every
state has it’s own relationship with air
travel but it is obvious that most states
have departures rates that coincide with
their population.

With air travel prices dropping, and access
to airports increasing will the sacrifice of
comfort and luxury be worth it?

